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Fo be truly Chriſtian, is is 6 bright Article 
„ Clinentier, thac thy Conv on is in 

4 45 (Col. 3 6) . —— is daily 
er Search, and Contem- 


N ui 
L Affections lodge ſhares z of that 
— beſt the 2. Foretaſtes, in frequent, inward, (pi 
ritual munion with thy God ; thence thou ace 
thy Excitements to laber ious Diligence in thy general 
and particular Calling, and thy Encouragements under 
all the Conflifts and Trials of thy preſent State; 
thence thow lookeſs for the Saviour, and there 
thou 9 to be for ever with thy deareſt Lord, 
aud with the always A and more lately - per- 
feed juſt Spirits. F ſu hou art, a Diſcourſe of 
that Heavenly Country (of which Kind « this thou 
now baſt in thy Hands ) cannot but be highly wel- 
cdme to thee. ' * 

When we boſe the be of our deareſt pious Friends, 
and leave their Frail emains in the ſilent Earth, to 
converſe with Clods and Worms, it cannot but mini- 
ſter to ſad and melancholy Thoughts; but here di- 
ſtincter Apprehenſions, and a ſtronger Faith, would 
be our ſure and full Relief: 750% our Friends die, aur 
Lord lives ; and ſince he lives, we and they ſhall 
alſo live, and that to - no more. (Jus 14. 2 ) 

a 3 


To the RZA DEN 


An Anchor caſt within the Vail, 
2 tight and ſteddy, in the 
Hurricanes ther 
threatning to overturn our Fa ith, — our 1 
2 our Confidence, and diſpoſſe ſs us of our Souls. 
'H, — —— Help, i» ſucb a Caſe, the due Peruſal of 
the following ſerious and judicious Sermon ( or one 
py ta me F long and intimate Friendſbig ) m 2 — 
I bad rather thy own happy Experience foew/ 
thee, than any 
might ſuſpect of Flattery. 


The Excellent Perſon, at whoſe Funeral this was 


| preached, was to me, many ms as a Father, inſtruct- 
ing, coun clling's ray = 


Memory wi ahwa 
me. Flis true, the 


the moſt precious with 


to give Ll People rs after his own 


Heart, and — our Jeruſalem will {till be (even when | 


Hell and Rome, and all their Partiſans bes done 2 
worſe) a Praiſe in the Earth. (Fer. 3. x5. Ia. 62. 7. 
And tho' an Infidel, profane, bypocritical Generation think 
and ſpeak of, and treat them as not fit to live, (Aci. 
22. 22.) their laſting Epitaph will be, of whom the 
World was not worthy. (Hab. 11. 8.) May I be num 

ber'd with them, and finiſh like = 

nough. That the Divine Bleſſi . 
company what is here offered to f View, that = 
art not, the. mart be hereby render d; and if thou 
art, thou mayſt be yet made more meet 0 
an Inheritance among the Saints in Light, ( Col. 1. 
12.) and paſs an Eternity with the Spirits of Juſt Men 
made perfect, in tbe Regions 7 Jey and Bliſs above, 


ee , 
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Mar. 13. 17;, _—_ of C iſt and Souls, 


Jobn Billingſley. 
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of me, and his Name a 


2 — you Ao towards 
the cleſe of the following — the Lord continue 
Falle 


r 


= 


K. 


wn 


» - x, 


Sa JL. Me. LE... te 


NY Vw -& © 


me T3 1 + 


H E B. XI. laſt Clauſe of 23d Verſe. 


A to the Spirits Fuft Men 


ESE Words contain a glorious Privilege and Ad- 
vantage of the Chrifian Church, (amongſi many 
others mentioned in the Context, beyond what 

| was enjoy'd under the ui Diſpenſation. 

To compleat the Senſe we muſt bring down the Clauſe at 
the ing of the preceding Verſe to the Text, (as to eve- 
1 the Verſe) and read it thus: Bui ye are come to 
ihe general Aſſembly and Church of the Firfi-horn, which are 
written in Heaven And ye are come 10 God the Fudge of all - 
And ye are come to the Spirits of juſt Men made porfeF. As if 
he had ſaid ; By the many additional Privileges that 1. are 
inſtated in, ye are come both to the Church militant on Earth, 
and to the ch tri t in Heaven, Ye are come to the 
former, by being entred into a ſpecial Relation and Fellowſhip 
with it ; which is now become a more illuſtrious and excel- 
lent Community and Society than it was heretofore ; as the 
high Characters that are given to it do demonſtrate, as the 


City of the living God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, with the others 


following. And ye are come to the latter, by a clearer Dil- 
«6 _ and fuller Manifeſlation of the future Life of Bleſ- 
6 s, Life and Immortality being — to light by the 
„ Goſpel, 2 Iim. i. 10. by a Right and Title to the glorious 
*Enjpyments they are in poſleſſion of; by the preſent Fel- 
«« lowſhip and Communion ye have with em by Faith and 
„% Love; and in that ye are growing up to a State of Perfe- 
« ion, and are near to an actual Conjunction with em, in 
« that happy State they are already arriv'd unto, The Saints 
on Earth and the Saints in Heaven make but one Family, Eph. 
ui. 13. Our Chriſt is the ſame with 92beirs, both are acted by 
the ſame Sirir, govern'd by the ſame Head, and ſhall in a 
little while be conducted to the ſame Glory. Thus is the 
Church bleſſed with all ſpiritual Blefings in heavenly Places in 
Chriſt, and raiſed 11 tage ther, and made to fit tuget ber in be 1. 
renty Places in Chris, Eph. iii. 2, 6. PAY 


do ceaſe upon their parting; but not abe 


to be conſummate and accomp 


- Equivalent ; and indeed Holineſs Is a gl 


ciſes or Games, ſignifies thoſe that have 


. * 
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1 the _ are — tots, Prophets, and 
Feſt ament Saints er wit le were gepa 
his Le ſince the — the Goſpel. 1 
ſtiled JuZ ones, a common Character of good | 
ture, Gen. vi. + Noah was a juii Man, 
all live by bu Faith ; with Mulzitudes of other Texts, 
this Term muſt be underſtood in an Evangelical Senſe, and fo 
ir ſometimes notes thoſe that are juſtified 


teous thr 
towards 


27 v0 59. Lord Jeſiu, receive my Spirit. as ſeparated from 
it, Eccl. Xii. 7. The Spirit ſball return te God who gave it. And 
ſo in the Text. Now there being ſuch a Diffin#ion betwixt 
the Soul and Body, the Separation of 'em can make but a 
modal, and no eſſential Alteration upon the Soul; the Knot or 


| Link by which they are tied together may be broken, and the 


Soul remain whole, untouch'd, and una ffected. Two things 
are readily granted, viz. That all or mix'd Actions, 
thoſe that are perform'd by a joint Agency of Soul and Body, 
ac ones, ſuch as 


belong to the Intellect and Will. So likewiſe we acknowledge 
it's more difficult to have a ow Conception of a ſeparated 
than of an embodied one. t thus it j e we are Stran- 
gets to, and little converſant with Spirits; and becauſe we 
are us d to conceive of em as conjunct with the Body rather 
than ſeparate, And ſeeing we are embodied Creatures, corpo- 
real Notions and Conceptions are more eaſy and natural to us. 
But I ſhall moſtly wave ſuch Points, as being foreiga to a 
8 — this nature. | "1 FA 
To rfect is to want not hi y a Being to 3 
11 Mad 0 have all things in 
their Ripeneſs and full Growth (of which more preſently.) 


Amongſt the Jews holy Ferſons are f ntly ſiyled ha bry or 
perfeded ones; and — Terms hol and perf are el and 
orious Badge or grand 

Branch of Perfection. Aud the rewarding of ſuch: is in their 
Phraſe expreſt by being put under the Throne of Gloy. The 
original Word r /ναν⁰⁹• e, borrow'd from the Grecian Exer- 
py 4 their Fervice. 
Crown or Reward 


1ttain'd the End of the Race. and veceiv'd : 


they contended or itrove for. Parallel hereto are thoſe Chri- 


itians that have paſl thro' all the Exerciſes of their Warfare, have 
overcome and obtain'd a compleat ['idory over all Opponents, 
aud are triumplunt in Heaven. | The 
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the Reverend My. Edward Prime. 


Ihe Words thus opened, we may form the Senſe of them 


5 x Dot. jd Sonls, the Spirits of | juſt and holy Men 
and conſummate State in Heaven, 
4 Chriſtian Church has ſpecial Privileges of Near- 


2 Fellowſbip and Communion with the Spirit: of the Fuſt in 


* 


What great Subjefts, and of how ſublime a Nature are 
1 n 
reading an of em, our Hearts might receive 9 
and Elevation anſwerable thereunto? And ſome of 


us, and an affecting Senſe be begot in us of that State we 
have under Conſideration. ©. - | 


ir laying 


the 
becauſe 


'd 
Vage hereof, there are theſe following Points claim 
our eration, and Reſolution of em. = 


I. We ſhall ſettle the Notion of with reſpe& 
to the ject in hand, or how the Spirits of the 

| Juſt may de ſaid to be perfect. 
IL Shaw how and when the Spirits of the Juſt commence 
III. Take the future State of Bleſledneſs under Confide- 


TV. Manifeſt wherein the rerfection and Happineſs of the 


confi 

3 Benefit and Ha {s of commencing 

0 1 ing conjoin d and u- 
to em. 


VI. Give you the Improvement of the Point. Of alt 
which in their Order, | 


There are ſeveral other Heads might have been choſen to 

have diſcours'd upon. And there are beſides, many things 
Tuppos'd and couch'd in the Words, which deſerve a tran- 
fient Glance and Touch. Errors that are overthrown, and 
Truths eſtabliſh'd. As that the Soul is nothing but the Tem- 


gerament of the Bgdy : That it does not vaniſh inte Air, 75 


r * n TD 
rr . > Een es ro rs rt 35 0 — 
* 


9 AA Fanerd! Samos ann the Death of. 
z rien, { 35 Atheiſts dream.) That wm they are f- 
COT hs aro not ſcattered wp and down as V/ of 
Wanderers, (as the Platonifts imagine) but are me er 2 12 
cial Government, and are together in 
rank'd and methodiz'd, and diſpas'd of —— ap- 
pointed for em, according 8s they have — 
this World. So like wile, that wil here, they lis 
under Weakneſſe: and ImperfeFions, And chat the e 


them to a _ 42 uw s and Perfection, u a remarkable 
and 12 ſuch like, are of uſe to con- 


fute infidets — Denial of 2 future State, and to eſſa-/ 
Þliſh Religion, and confirm Believer: in the grand Articles 
of that Ste; and are the very Foundation of thaſe things 
we arc going to creat upon. Fay © 


The firſt General. Tb ſettle the Notion of PerfeSion, with 
to the Subje® in Land. Or bow the 2 


1 
dee 


This Term 38 copabie of a frif or 

the ſirſt ion of it, we may note 

Kind: e Rules by which we 2 
riect. There's 8 m- 


2240 — The b. us of a Fer- 


fetion in both reſ pecta, _ latter Senſe it in Grgce, 
MWolineſ:, and the Sin has introduc'd the great - 

ell Imperfetion the and 3 to be re- 
ver'd from its Malad ies and Effects, is Perfection. 


80 there is a Perfection of the preſent, « Perfeftion of 
the fuss [ife and State. The — — 
parts, Maturity and P „ Thus Abraham was 
commanded © walk before God, a be perfeft, Gen. 1. 1. 
i. e. 4 and — — is _ I 


Phil. 3. 15. Let w E 2 5 
latter is r "Perfection o Ze. Spirits, "ood t either 


incompleat, when, tho' the Souls of Believers are 
in Glory, yet their — at preſent ſlee in Bud, 
ſomething is wanting to Or tho? ect in 
themfelver, yet not 4 State till the Reſt of 
their 8 at the Reſurrection. Or compleat, when both 
Soul and Body ſhall at the laſt Day be in Gloty ; 
and have the full Vition and Fruition of Chriſt to all Eter- 
nity, when there will be nothing defeQive, redundant, or | 
ſuperfluous in em. Like as when a Pifture has W he 
its-laſt and fn png ES up, and has nd 
PO} $ as the Sun riſen to its Meridian. i 
is the Perfeftion God 1s deſigning to be oe — People to 3 in 
order to which, he's raiſing em our of _ 1 
&Rious, from the loweſt to the higheſt Degrees Bur 


that 
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iniport to us, the happy State 
- 


aly Condition of ſepara- 
ed Spirits in Glory As 


-arallel. © | 
This is a deſirable and glorious Privilege, may we experi- 


ing thre 

ere in, till we arrive at the Meaſure af the Stature 
848 Eph. 4 13. | 

And now by looking back upon this Point, we ſhall meer 
ith what will be Matter of 22 Reflection to us. See 
omething peculiar to Man, all other Creatures, viz. 
he great Improvements, and Advancements that he't capable of 
nd rais'd unto, above any other Being (excepting the Hu- 
nane Nature of the Redeemer.) That from a loſt and ſinning 
hild of Adam; yea, from the Mouth of Perdition, he's 
dvanc'd to an angelick and god-like Condition. Sunk into 
he greateſt Depths of Diſhonour, and yet exalted to the 
[cighrs of Glory, like a Pearl taken off the Dunghill, that's 
»liſh'd, made glorious, and put to the nobleſt Uſes. 
Ve reckon that it's a great Step from Childhood to Man- 
ood, from a ſmall Seed to a great Tree; but this is ofa 
2r higher kind. Thoſe fade, decline, and return back a- 
ain ; but the Soul of Man will keep its Nature, Verdure, 
Beauty, Glory, and flouriſh everlaſtingly. What Love and 
dmir ation does ſuch Grace metit from uss | 


Second General. To ew how and when the Spirits of the 


uſt commence thus perfect? - 
This is ſo remarkable a Oy: (as has been already 
e 


all the other great Works 


& 


hen, if we take the Word in its larger Acceptation, it may | 
| concrete Terms of perfect and 
:appy, ſo the abſtra# ones of Perfection and Happinels are. 


nee the Beginnings of it in our Souls at preſent, and ſ- 
rug a Courſe of perfeting Means, make a Page: | 
; 


is a Subject worthy of 


| 
| 
| 
: 
. 
| 
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. by after Communications and Improvements z by heavenly War 
' and Exerciſes. That many improving 


ſedneſs, that are out of our Reach and Comprehenſion, E 
s upon 
Io 


the ri of Grace and Holineſs; laying the Lines, Co- 
— 24 ot Glory — em. Which is done When 
they leave the Body, paſs through the pure and 
undefiled Regions, and euter upon the heavenly Ones, Two | 
things we are aſcertain'd of, viz. © That at the inſtant of 
„ the Soul's Separation, it Lies under the Stains of Defile- 
« ment, and Impetfection; and that at the inſtant of ies E;: 
© trance upon the heavenly Regions, it's pure and without 
„Spot; (otherways it wou'd not have Admittance chi- 
« ther z) and has Badges of PerfeQion ſtampt upon it, And x 
theſe two are mediate and near to each other, All that can: 
be objecte d here, is, that God's refining Works 2 
05. on Souls are not performed fo ſuddenly. But 
Sl. Anſwer is obvious, That whilſt we are in this World, 
Bod is plealed to act by ſlated leiſurely Rules and 
Meafures, in the purifying aud ripening the Soul for Hea- 
ven ; but when it's once commenc'd of another State, it falls 
under another Mode of Operations. We are flow in our Im» 
provements in this Life, but this is no Argument that 
God proceeds not by quicker Steps, when we commence upon 
another Diſpenſation. For each State has a different manner 
of Operation. As the Spirit of God does gradually ſanctif 
and ripen Souls in this Life; ſo may he by his glorious Rays 
jet forth upon em at laſt, perfet em 4 one Stroak. 
rr 
« Beams ys of his Spi a hi ants, as 
« ſoon maturate the Seeds of Grace into a Preparedneſs for 
66 — — Frick may add — _ 2 — 
Nature of the thing, requires the quick Performance 16 
Work upon Souls ; becauſe — time fot any other Me 
thod. y God does not delay and keep Souls from Glc 
ry, that he may perfet this Work upon em. 3. 1t's f 


are then made ſhe; 
and that there's an Addition to the Stature of the Saints i 
Heaven, cannot with feaſon be doubted or call'd in Queſti 
on, Of all Worlds, Heaves is the moſt improving on 
And a further Maturity, and Proficieacy cannot be inconſiſte 
with, or incompatible to that perfect World. 5 
But we may add as a cloſe —.— ä . 
Tmipercept ible and wnknown Methods of Preparation for Blef 


it's ſuſhciem to know there is ſuch a Work paſſe 
— Souls, and is glorious and wonderful — 
nation. | 
This Point yields us a moſt defirable Medication, and eſpe 
cially thoſe that lan iſb under their Sins and Imqperſect ions 
chat ſuch a Work will ꝓreſemtly paſs upon them, and the 
é | | Ground 


te Reverend Mr. Edward Prime. 11 
Grounds of their Lamentations will be turn'd into Rejoycings, 
and ſwallow'd up in the glorious State they fhail be advanced 
to: Oh the infinite Satisfaction that will reſult thence, 


The Third General. To 7ake the future State and Bleffedneſs 
under Confideration. = | ? mg 
We have had the Preparation of bleſſed Spirits for the fu- 
ture State under our Conſideration ; and now we come to 
make ſome Reflections on the State it ſelf, where they have 
their Reſidence. = | 

This State being ſo much out of the Cognizance and Sight 
of moſt, and yet ſo needful to be diſcover d; and about 
which every one ſhou d have the chiefeſt Concern to acquaint 
themſelves with, and prepare for it. It cannot but be lea- 
ſonable to give it a Place in this Diſcourſe. How can we 
think of being rs to that World, where theſe bleſled 
Ones have their ence, and Abode, and with whom all 
good Men are in Communion 7 

The Life we are ſpeaking of in its full Latitude, compre- 
hends another very awful one : Where we ſhall find Spirits, 
but of another Character, and in a quite different State to the 
other. —_ ſaid to be is Priſon, 1 Pet. 3. 19. (as ſome 
ex Words) but this falls not directly under our 
Confideration. The e we have to do with, is a luminous 
ſhall — gloriour one, and is 2 Subject of a comfortable and joyous 
Nature. | | ' 
A World or Societies of Spirits may ſeem ſtrange to carngi 
Minds, unthinking Perſons ; and thoſe that wou'd diſpute it 
own through the Vicioulneſs of their Lives. But when all 
ings are conſider d, and the Arguments and Evidences that 
he ject carries along with it, are weigh'd ; it looks not 
only probable, but certain, and appears an unqueſlionable Ob- 
ct of Faith. | | | 
But you'll ſay what a one is aWorld of Spirits ? Why, as in the 
rporeal World we find Provifion made for every thing that's 
eceſſary for Bodies ; ſo is there alike and greater Preparation 
made for Spirits in the Regions they are appointed to, The 
lace, the Objects, Entertainments, Employments, , and De- 
ights, are ſpiritual, and all things ſuited and agreable to 


em. | 
. Much of God's real Creation is inviſible, both as to the 
Mcegioas and Inhabitants of it. How little and narrow a 
pot is the vile World comparatively to what lies out of 
light, and is undiſcoverable to Senſe. The Spaciou/neſs and 
FU: menfions of the heavenly Regions are beyond all 2 
dn; the Habitation of Spirits is a World of amazing Von 


' 14289 ; 


B 2 Eut 


Where all the Perſons of the Godhead ſhine forth in Fullne/' 


and repleniſh thele Regions, Heaven is a conſummate Stat 


— fect Inhabitants have their Reſidence in anfimperfect World; 
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But to carry this Argument further. If we 
the great Creator of all things is an infinite Spirit, and the 


Father of you as he is call'd, Num. 16. 22, 27, 16. 
Heb. 12. 9. Is it not very rational to conclude, that he wou'd 


create ſome Orders of Beings, that ſhou'd carry a nearer Re- 


ſemblance to himſelf, and bear more of his Image upon em, 
than groſs and corporeal ones do? And that as he has re- 
pleniſh'd part of us Creation, the meaner and lower part 
with Beings an{werable thereunto ; ſo likewiſe that he bas 
done the ſame to the Superiour and more noble One; fill'd 
it with Beings of a higher Form, viz. with Spirits or immate- 
rial Subſtances. Beſides all which, may we not remark that 
Scriptures, Providences, Ordinances, Sabbath:, Miniſtry, Sea- 
ſons of Divine Goodneſs and Patience, point as with a Fin- 
get to this State? | 

The Text and Context gives us a ap Proſpect of this 
State; here we may ſet our ſelves in the View of that glo- 
rious World, and all the bleſſed Tribes of juſt and holy Ones. 
The Text ſuppoſes it, only acquainting us with the Inhabitants 
of it. The Context is made up of Expreſſions that bear 3 
hervenly Character, and are evident Aliutions to that bleſſed 
Word. It's properly the City of the living God, Heb. 11. 10, 
16. ihe true Heavenly Jeruſalem, Heaven is the Seat of the 
glorious Preſence and Reſidence of the ever bleſſed Trinity; 


—— and Raviſbing 3 Here it is that the 
ivine Shechinah and Glory exhibits it (elf unchangeably, fully, 
and ererlaſtingly. There are Beams of Glory ſcatter'd up and 
down the Creation, but here's the Sear, Center, and Con 

of all. And anſwerably is it furniſh'd with Inhabitants, the 
foregoing Verſe mentions an innumerable Company, or Myri- 
ads of Angels ; and the Text tells us, there ate alſo the i. 
ritt of juſt Men. Now theſe are ſo vaſt a Number as furm 


and World, and its Inhabitants are conſummate Ones. As i 


o do ferfect Ones: become and poſſeſs a perfect World: The 
great God js more exact in furniſhing ſuch excellent Region! 
than any 0:her part of his Creation. Heaven is the Repdfito 
ry, where he lays up his choiceſt Jewels. Such as theſe, th 
Spirits of juſt Men ate conſigned to thefe glorious Manſions, 
and appointed to the wondertul Miniſtrations and Services of 
it, Thele give Attendance upon the Throne, and ſerve God 
Day and Night, Thele are the Choſen of the Father, the raw 
fomed and juſtified Ones of the Lord-Redeemer, and the ſancti 
fied and perfected Ones of the holy Spirit; and that have paſt 
under infinite Care, and a molt graciow Conduct in all f 
way to (iiery, What high Characters are thete ? Spirits, and 

| | Hiri. 
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Spirits perfected ; not 


it ſelf is a bleſſed One, the Inhabitants bleſſed 
Ones, and-rhe Employments bleſſed Employments. Such. as: 
this is the World where theſe bleſſed Spirits are, and have 
taken up an everlaſting Reſidence. 1 
- The Properties o this State are mbit obſervable, and a 
— Addition to the S upendiouſneſt of it; and ſuch as 
d draw all our Cogitations and Regards upon it: To 
mention but a few of em. It is not a temporary mutable State 
and Refidence for a while, but an unchangable and ever» 
laſting one. It's a World that cannot be ſhaken, but abides for 
ever, Heb. 12, 28. 2 Pet. 1. 11. Now than this Term, w 
can be greater in it ſelf, and more concerning unto us? What 
carries a Sound with it like to the word everlaſting or for ever ? 
gives an Accent to any thing like to this. Every 


thing is little without it, and it makes every State and Con- 


dition great to which it is annex'd, What indelible Impreſſions 
has this made upon the Minds of many; but eſpecially does 
it ſo thoſe that are Inhabitants in that World, whether 
it be of Happineſs or Miſery. Oh that it might ſound 
alike in owr Ears now! An everlaſting State of Re- 
wards Puniſhments cou'd not be ſighted, if it were be- 
lieved, and attended to. It's the loſing the Senſe of this great 
Word everlaſting, that makes Religion and this State to be dil- 
regarded. And then our Relation to it, and its Nearneſs to 
us, The future Life is the Recepiacle and Ocean, into which 


_ this preſent World runs, and empties it ſelf. We our ſelves 
are ſuch Spirits as are moving towards, and appointed to 


take up an eternal Abode there, and are indeed at the Door 
of it. May not every one ſay, how ſoon, how ſpeedily, 
ſhall I commence a ſeparate Spirit, and enter upon one of 
thoſe States, where infinite Numbers already are, and where 
I muſt preſently dwell for ever? | 
We call it the inviſible World, yet we ſhou'd maintain 2 
foequent Converſation and Communion with it; realize and 
make it viſible and preſent to us; yea, account things invi- 
fible to be the greate/# Realities. To do this is one of the 
Offices of Faith, Heb. 11. 1. We ſhou'd always be look- 
beyond theſe viſible Heavens, and things that are (een, in- 
ro thoſe Regions whither we muſt preſently remove. 
2 Cor. 4. 18. While we look not at the things that are ſeen, but 
at thoſe that are not ſeen. From this State we ſhou'd learn to 
move and act in every thing, the Springs of our Actions 
ſhou'd- be drawn thence. It ſhou'd have a commanding Pow. 
er, Influence, and Magnetiſm upon us. We ſhou'd reckon it 
cur 


14 ÞA Faverdl Ser mon pe 
ow Home, and never look upon our ſelves to be at reſt while 
we are ab/ont from it, 1 Cor. 5.6, 8 Knowing thats whilft wo 
ar at home in the Body, we ave abfent from 
We ſhould make this future State the ſacred 
Repoſitory and Treaſury of all fpiritual Excellencies. - Here 
ſhould be laid wy, Mat. 6. 20 By Faith we ſhould 
our Happineſs in it, and on that {ay out our Cave, and 
and Labour. Luke 12. 33. Provide your ſolves Bags, 
Treafure in the Heavens, that faileth not. They are to be ac- 
counted the happieſt Perſons, that have laid up moſt there; 
hither it is that Harbingers ſhould be ſent before us, to make 


* 
0 4 3+ 
2 


fo doing, we fhall in time be united to theſe bleſſed Spirits, 
| and be Partakers with them in all their Privileges and Fe- 


Before we diſmiſs the Thoughts of this Stare, let's by 

clole Meditation endeavour to engrave it upon our —_— 
{| even as it were upon Marble; get a convictive Evidence © 
in it in our Conſcience, that it may be always abiding upon 
't us; that what we do may be done in Remembrance of is ; 
. | 
? 


and ſo as may carry no Diſagreeableneſs, but a Harmony 
— Likeneſs theteunto. Add olds beings nwwo-ihe WA ee 
Fourth General. Wherein the Perfection and Happineſs of 
1 the Fuſt in the future Life does count. 4 1 
Wl. | — = 444 8510 3 in a twofold —— — 
11 theſe ble itits. In a per le ; 
| | —— In — — and dagen, Erden of em 3 
Wit: or as taken together, an one tri Church. 
j And firſt of the former, OY N alt 
1. 3 8 — Happineſs may orig — ne» 
1 gatively, in t mo or taking away the Imperfections 
15 they lay under whilſt they were in the Body. There are ma- 
17 ny things a Soul 's unburden'd and releas d of — — this 
8 Part, and theſe Jower Regions, as was hinted re ; and 
1 conſequem ly, many Inconveniencies that redound to it, during 
if 389 its Reſidence below. Whileſt the Soul's lodg'd in it, it bears 
1 a Reſemblance to an impriſon'd or confin'd Light, or isas a 
1 _ thining Diamond in a y Cabinet. The Body to the Sond. 
wv is as a groſs Mcdium to the Eye, that binders or diſturbsthe. 
it q s Sight, Corporeal Organs are unfir for Firitual Beings to act 
. | with. But upon the leaving it, all the Miſts and Clouds of 
1 the preſent State are ſcatter d, the Veils tem, and the Sha- 
| | dows fly away: Whereupon it obtains full ms 
| | r 
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_ the Reverend Mr. Edward Prime, 1G 
for Flight, Motion, und Exerciſe. Here we mi 

ralogue of the | 

at this time deliver 


tent Argument: are here, to be 
and be — from this earthly Clog, the Body ? 
might obſerve the Difference betwixt an en- 


ckening, that are Helps and not Hindrances. 
Whilſt its. below, it's an Alien and Traveller, in 2 | 
Country, _—_ 12. Burt it's a Native of the other Nur 
m las Home Refi. © . | 

claims Kindred with Heaven, Whilſt here, its Ffections are 


they are firong, united, and conjundt, and reſto 


Dis junction | What 
commences, that's di 'a 
theſe Incumbrances, and has made 0 el a 


muſt certainly experience a great Alteration in 
Condition : — — 

| may lee — OO 
wackat#d, 2 Cor. 5. 4. For we that are Ta- 


are in ths Ta- 

— what is that other 

: FE 
now we ſes a Glaſs | 5 is ſepa- 
— —— Ber Luſtre ; when 
ing are taken away, the Sun diſplays its 
s, and glorious Beams. Thole are the greateſt Glo- 
ries and Perfe&4ions that emerge and riſe out of ſuch . 
that Light the Brightefft that breaks forth out of — 


Glories that belong to that State. All muſt be b+ighs, pure 
| Klerus and conſummato, r enters _ de 


of created Spitits in the World above, is beyond — — 


; 2 (becauſe they are — to 


1, (which is our Lord's Meaning) but as to other Re 
 bencies;, aniwerable ro em in heavenly Qualities, the glo- 


LG aka: And fo dis in the preſent Caſe, e. 
How ſhould theſe Confiderations Qiſengage u us. ks 
Animal Life, and our gtoſſer Part? We may be hence con- 
vinc d, that a Chriſlian's Loſer are his Gains ; and great 
Privilege: attend him in the pena! Changes he 2 ww 
His Bre:zkings up here, are in order to 2 more 

fence in a better World. His Darkneſſes break into — 
gay Glory; his ceaſing t0 ſee through a Glaſs darkly,” iſſues in 
an open and full Vifion. Thus when that which is perfol is 
come, then that which 1 (imperfect) in part, 1 done e 


x Cor. 13. 10% 
2. The Spirits of tne Juſt are inſtated and endow'd with | 


many poſitive Perfetions and Accompliſhments. The Seaſon. of 


the Soul's Separation is as an awful, ſo notable Con) 
upon ſe veral Accounts. Great Changes are then made, 
many glorious Things then confer'd upon it : As there ian 
uncloathing. ſo there is a cloathing upon, a happy Change" of 
Raimens, à taking off the Veſtments of Mortality, — 2 
ting on the others of a quite different Nature, à Cr. . 4. 
But cloat bed upon. With what ? With the /plendid = 
Immortality, an undecaying Life, and endleſs [wor 
Notions are dry Comments upon Scriptures [© copious and full 
of Senſe. We muit ſuppole every. Stare that Man enters 
upon, carries its Concomitants and Suit ableneſſet along with it. 
As the Attendants of an Earthly Court are clad ly there- 
unto, ſo tis a 10 the e None m —— 
this great King, but in R In order to 
coming into baroab's Pr — was to change bu 
—— t. 14- Even ſo we cannot ſuppoſe a ſepayared 
Soul introduc'd or — into the glorious 


out an agreeable"! Furniture, aud —— 


without an Inveſliture and Inſtalment into the 


W U es 4 FRY = 


. there-is weoagh the ſeverd! Qpders 


Conception ; but 2 Myſtery” will -be-"diſplay'd in 
Probably humane Souls ori ginally + have an — was 
and come ſhort 

em in perſectiom now) yet out bleſſed Saviqur ſeems to 
n re State, Luke 20. 36. for 
they are equal to the Hngels : Not only in reſpec of Immort a- 


rious Stations, Miniſtrations, aud Honours of that . 
World. | 


But 
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Bur m return, and cavty vw the Point futther. The: Perfe- 
OY 


ctiour au A of ſeparated Soul:,. ave either gene- 
* fat een. natural ot moral, (as was obſery d before.) 
Ythe former kind, ate thoſe that extend to the whole Soul, 


or to 
> — 


rticular Part or Faculty. As the Soul in 
general, o 
Amongſt the 


y Faculty will have its Glories and Perfections. 
, we teckon their Vitality, Immortality, 


Simplicity, Sirituality, ' Perceptibility, and Activity. True, 
de ie n i . . 1 q 


ent Life, but they lie as in the 
Seed or Principle, and are not ripen'd as they will be here+ 
after. So likewiſe as to the particular Perfections of each 
Faculty; the Underſtanding will be render'd le of thoſe 
great igh Offices it was made for, be mightily —_— 
ved in its Concept ions and Apprehenſions. And the Will 
and - Aﬀettions will likewiſe attain their true Rectitude and 
. An entire Meetneſs muſt 
neceſſarily be gr in all the Parts of the Soul, to the hea- 
venly State, its Objects, and Works. The Faculty is 
© more 7 (as one ſaith) as we are more ron and 
clarify from the Dregs of carnal Senſe, and thoſe worldly 
js Vanities which blind the Mind, and divert the Heart from 


But beſides, the Souls of holy Perſons will likewiſe have 


all moral Perfections,- be conſummate in all glorious Qualifica- 


tions. Every Faculty will have ics proper Furniture, ſeve- 
ral beautifying Accompliſhments confer'd upon jr. Like the 
Heavens they ſhall be beſpangled with Stars and Gems, with 
all excellent Grades and Ornaments proper to em. Which 
will give em an orient Luſtre and Brightneſs. Thus the 
Underſtanding will be made radiant and glorious in holy 
heavenly'Light, Knowledge and Wiſdom. And by a ſound E- 
ſtimate and Value of the nobleſt Things and Objects, and 
thus enrich'd and repleniſh'd, we may reſemble it to a lumi- 
nous Orb, that's without all Clouds and Darkneſſes, ſhining 
with perfect Clarity and Brightneſs ; So likewiſe the Accom- 
liſhments of the Wil, will lie in a perfect Nefitude and 

ormity.to the Will of God. the Heavenly Laws and Work, 
in a full Choice and Embrace ment of, and a ſtrong Adbe/ion 
to che chiefeſt Good, and beſt Objects. Like as things cleave 
immoveably und unchangeably to their Center, the Glory and 
Beauty of the Affection will confiit in their perfect Order and 


- Hlevation, in ir right Temper and higheſt Fervours. 


Now they are ſcatter'd and weak, but will then join and run 
forth in one Current in Heaven, and all the Faculties 
will conſpire in the moſt ready Execution and Performance of 
the Divine Pleaſure. \ -- | * | „ 
Grace in the Soul at this time will not be like to what it is 
in this Life ; but 9 Rrong and perfect, grown 7 fo 
5 us 
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Defect, Man was 


thar ſhall be of Uſe in Heaven. 


| chiefly place the Perfection of the Saints in Heaven. 


Eßpb. 5. 27. They ſball be wit 
Alam but in Heaven the 


Maturi The 
— 2 Sate of 


Aible ; but in the 
merien in all Goodneſs, ſhall be — fag 
ſinning, or lookng Grace, ors from his 
Whilſt we are here, Lode ths all Graces) i 
and as Fire out of 8 ar ts wth ie 
Heaven There it l ee that 

have no Abatement. i 
Mke a Torrent, —— ful 
the Soul. And the like State hereto 


Hereunto we may ſubjoin, the Molin 
— With thi 5 2 — 
xcellencies, ith this g i 
ſhall be over-ſpread. This is the heavenly Robe that 
will cover them all over: The very Lines of Glosy 
give them all Splendour and Radiancy, 
ous World. And this is one thing, in which GRID 


Rays of Holineſs upon Earth, gives 2 migh — 
1 How much more will it do ſo in ven, where 
they have it in Perfection z in that Meaſure and 
neſs that a Creature can dete. What a glorious Body of 
pe tfection will this be? God being the Original and Foun- 
tain of all Happineſs, conſequently Holineſs and Likeneſs to 
him will be our Happineſs, 1 John 3. . Fe foals bo like him. 
This is what our hleſſed Lord came to reftors, which is 
here; but the finjÞing of it — reſerved — Heaven. 
Saints ſhall attain to a compleat Similitude to God at leſt, 
Th or ns, or 
rbing. Here they reſemble Cbri 


only 
Purity of Chriſt. Hi 
ooh Blemith. 2 


How can we read and meditate 1 — 
and not be fill'd with holy Aſpirat ion, that we might have 
the Beginnings of theſe things lad In us whilſt here, and the 
Conſummarion of 'em hereafter 3 in eternal Glory? | 
Here ſome would be to enquite, What the Sixt of 
damned Souls 1s as to this which it may be an- 


ſwWer'd, That they will be like the Juſt as to the Naa 


Perfe#ions of their Souls ; will receive many Advances and 


Enlargements in their Faculties, by their Entrance the 
furure Lite. For as there is a Preparation of che Souls of 
holy Perſons for Rewards ; ſo will there be likewiſe a P 


ratiow'e? the Souls of the Ungodly for Funi/oments and 
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ts of 
eguiarity, Diſorder, 


Aud iments of 

em in the 

in order to 

moſt of am 

'em is feſer 

ing and a4 

cies that holy 3 above, of which we 

RE — Heaven being a State ſo va 

ty to this we are now in, of ſuch Aiden Ob jectt, 

Vork, and Services, why ſhould we account it 4irange, that 

the Accomplifbments of Souls ſhould be multiplied for it; no 
w aſſert, chas when its come into this Vorid is 


«tions, than when it was iv the Fond. 
OT 
's C ies ; as tp converſe with, ane 
Encertaiament to waxy things 9 lame time ; to 
| Ads together, Here we can put 
but hugle 4#:, and converſe but with one Object at 
bur no ways agreeable to the Heavenly 
Such narrow Capacities as we have bete, will ſerve 
for ſuch a narrow World as this we are in; but will no 


n 
A, 


þ 
N 


ways {uit with ſo boundleſs a one as that above is. But what 


would ſpecially note, is the Grace of Confirmation that the 
Soul receives, to qualify it to bear thoſe Weights of Glory, the 
amagi oy Things of the bleſſed World, that otheewiſe they 
would faint and ſink under. As we ſee the holiet Men 
have done, in the lefler Manifeilatic ns and Qut-breakings of 
Divine Glory, they have had in this Life. As the Prophet 
chap. 6. 5. V/ i me, for 1 am undone. And the 
rophet Daniel, chap. to. B. Therefore I was left alone, and 
ſap thu great Viſion, and there remained n Strength im me, for 
my Comlineſs was turn d into Corruption. So the Apoitic Paul, 
2 Cor. 12. 4. Who heard le Words, which it was not 
lawſul for a Man to utter ; i. 6. Matters with which he was o- 
verhorn, and too great ſor him to give an Account of: Thels 
— — 5 7 ay And yer in Hes: 
ven eſt Beams beat fully updn leparated Spirits, a 
they are — ſirong enough to bear — — over · 
bern by em. Now how cav this be but by the Grace Con- 
frmation, and the Preparation of their Souls for Heaven. All 
which gives us Reaſon ta Nr that as the Mother's Womb 
CT PE | bo 


20 A Funeral Sermon upon the Delth f 
is to this World; ſo is this ' World (as a ſort of another 
Womb) to that above, Such and agreater-Diffetence-there 
js bet wixt te. > £46. 2683 ee e e arte 
| How does _— —— — ſhew us — Pres ol 
acquainting our ſelves with t oriou⸗ aw 
Ged, ad with this glorious World, that is of ſo furprizing and 
bib a Nature ? „ Þ Bp» "WS STE e ike 
4. Their Perfection will lie in their Operations, their Ve 
Employments, and — This is what we call the Life 
of ſeparated Spirits ; 2 high and noble Subje&, of which we ſhall 
treat in this place. There is ſuch a t as this in the Souls 
of good Men here below, and becauſe it carnes a near Reſem- 


blance to the Life of God, it comes under that high Chara- 


Aer, Fph. 4. 18. But the Life of Souls in the future State is 
the Pei fed ion of thu. May the Experience and Emercife of it 
gain us ſome Acquaintance with it, and take off the great E- 
ftrangement we are under to it. | | 
Tnere*s a twofold Activity of Soul, a natural and graciow 
one; and theſe two united, make the Gurent the twifter. 
Weak Operation: are a [ure Sign of an i ell State of Soul; 
and /lrong ones of the contrary, The Spirits of the juſt wi 
be expedite and prepar'd for all the heavenly Exerciſes- 
Like the bleſſed Angels, who aze repreſented with Wings, 
and as Flames of Fire, Plal. 104 4 A State of Happineſs 
is a State of abſolute et, and 
obſerve, that the Meuons of good Men are the quickeſt 
when they are drawing neareſt their End. We are ſure, they 


are vaſtly quicker in the After-State, In Heaven there are ne · 


ver ctaſing Operations; there's the true perpetual | Motion. 
One Conception thar we have of God, is, that he's a 


Act, and perfected Spirits will carry ſome Reſemblance to him 
hetein. It's Sin that makes Souls motionleis and dull, clogs 


all their Powers; but Grace and Holineſs recovers and reftores 
them. The higher we aſcend in the Creation, the more of 
Motion and Activity we ſhall find in it; and in no Regions 
fo much as in the heavenly ones. On that ſome of this mighr 
deſoend into our dull Souls in this preſent State. 

In purſuance of this point, I would obſerve, 1. That there 
are eternal Principles of Motion and Operation in Souls, They 
act with the like Freedom and Promptitude as rhe Sun ſhines, 
Spirits cannot Jie {till as Stones, eſpecially ſantify'd and 
unf nn d ones. 4 i 

2. T'ey bare eternal Motive: and Incitements to Operation. 
Peſide the Springs within em, there will be iufinite matter 
from withou to draw 'em forth to Action, as from the e- 
ver Þiefled Objects and Work they ſhall be appointed to, Oh 
hat exciting, Soul-enflaming, and enkindling Matters; 
Hit 22CORCE: vabie Altrattives to Motion aic there in Hea- 
, | en. 


* 


higheſt A4#ivity. Some 


venly Services, ſo long theſe 


ine Communications. No World comparable to Heaven for 


- the Reverend Mr. Ed ward Prime, 21 
ven. While there's. for loving G d, »eaſon for hea- 
rations will be perpetuated. - 
Now amongſi theſe heavenly Exerciſes and 2 
wenge | | 
1. Intellectual” or mental Vifiou, or Intuit ion. There's 
Mental as well as Corporeal Viſion. Of this we have evi- 
dent Proofs and Footſteps in the XKevelations, and Diſcoveries 
made to the Prophets of old; in which Repreſentations of 
things were made to the Minds of holy Men. And hence it 
is, that the heavenly State is ſo frequently ſet forth by ſeei 
God, Mar. 5.8. Bleſſed ave the pure in Heart, for they ſhall ſee 
I ou 3. 2. We ſpall ſee him a: be u. John 17.24. That they 
bebold my . The Angels are not corporeal, yet they are (aid, 
Always to be the Face of our heavenly Father, Mu. 18. 10. 
Where we are ſaid to ſet it cannot be meant of the bo- 
dily Eye. Spiritual glorious Objects are as diſcoverable and 
reeable to the inteilectual Eye as groſs Objects are to the 
yes of the Body, and before the bodily Eyes of the Saints can 
be made fit to diſcern heavenly things, they muſt receive a 
great Sublimation. W | 
And mage 22x ht —_—_— — ſelves with the — 
templation of t ature, t eten/iveneſs, Quick nee, a 
other Properties of the celeſtial Viſion. O —— Catts 
and Projection that ſeparated. Spirits have above. | Here we 
have many things to give a Termination and Interruption 
to our Sight, We can fee but a ſmall Part of this lower 
World at once, but it will not be ſo in Heaven: There's no 
ſuch thing there, as the Weakneſs of the viſive- Organs ; 
no falſe miſtaken Repreſentations of Objects, but. all's ſtrong 
and vigorow. We may probably conclude, That all the Cele- 
ſtial ns and Regions will be in View at once. The 
Intellect can ſee all ways at once; moſt certainly the manner 
of Viſion will be adapted to the Place and the Objects of it. 
Here we ſee but ſingle Objects, or but a few at once; but 
rnere the Sight or Viſion will be of an univerſal Nature. 
To this purpoſe, ſaith a worthy Author, The Underſtan- 
„ ding ſhall clearly fee the moſt excellent Objects in that 
++ eplighten'd State. The glorious Manifeſlation of the Ob- 
«« jets ſhall as much exceed the revealing of em here, as 
the Sun in its full Luſtre does one Beam of Light, ſtrain d 
through a Crevice in the Wall. 
Such as theſe are the true heavenly Opticks ; ſo far diffe- 


tent and elevated are the Operations of the Soul to corporeal - 


Ones. It's a blefſed thing to fee an inviſible World with an 
Fye of Faith: But how much more ſo will the full Sight of 
Glory be? | | 

2. The receiving, admitting, and giving Entertainment to di- 


the 


| Flowing: forth of it to divine Objects, Such Communications 


repreſented 
more duſty is 
on. Thus will it be as e Sirit of the 
rece ve all the Images of heavenly Things, 
imp, and remain without Defacement upon 
repe/rhe bleſſed Rays, caft back the Beams of Div 
darted forth upon us; but iv Heaven they give the full En- 
Jeriainment to all Impar;ments;. In this State we ave as narrow 
mouth'd Veſſels, and have often loſt our receptive. Faculty 
bur there they will be moſt capacious, and fitted to 
all that's darted forth 'em; even like unto a 
Glaſs that gathers the Rays and Beams of the Sun imo z 
Tine. There they will have more and greater Communica- 
tions, than if one was plac'd under the moſt vigorous and di- 


rect Beams of ten thouſand Luminaries, 


| Shall not this make us cry out, oh blefed Spirits that dwell 
in this radiant World | Happy Privilege to have a Station 
here | no Hearts can ever be cold or that live in fuch 


# World ; ſhou'd not this make us attempt to draw down (in 


ſome lower Degree) {ome of thele Communications Upon aut 
felves here below ? Oh look up by Faich and ule the Mean 
of Derivation, and then ſomething of this kind will tall up- 
on us thence. hes i541 

z. The Ad ing of the Soul outward, 


ing made to em as we mention'd under the laſt 

ay conelude there will be anſwerable Retwrur made 
— part back again. Every Act towards them, is ſeconded 
with another from 'em in anſwer thereunto. Love for Love, 
Fudearment ſor Endearment ; all the divine Favours and In- 
flances of race, are return'd in higheſt Admirations, Gra- 


relations, aud devour Acknowledgments. Oh the Streams 


of holy Love, — „that flow 2 _ =_ 
and upon the gloti lefled Objects, with u t are 
— ' — Spirit: ate not like things that make 
no Report to the Tuuches made upon em; but as the beff 
ruments, make a {weert and Melody. eccho back to 

all Overtures, and Viſus made td em. And herein the Ex- 
erciles of the Will and Afections are eſpecially employ's. 
Love ted upon Objects, is, as the feading forth a Flux of 
Rays out of the Heatt towards em; and Delight is as the 
featiing of che Soul upon em; reſting in their Embraces 
with Satistaction, A gracious Soul experiences ſomething in 
| 5 1 
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it ſelf of cheſs in di; Life. But that's but « faine 
rung we mens nndry dnl | 
Whats need 10 learn this beppy Work of bleſſed Spirits 
whilt we ae in this World ? By which means an Extercowſe 
wou d be carried on berwixt Heaven and Earth. And an 
eaſy way of aſcent thither be found out 


In the all þ 26, Worſoip and 
— The Guperior.r World — and — 
Temple ; the true Holy of Holies, (of which thoſe below were 
but Types and faint blances) wherein Iacenſe is not on- 


rd once 4 Tear, as of old, but continua 


} ly. Every Ne- 
;pper in this Tem 


is a glorious bigh Priefl, conſecrated - 
and ſanctiſied for the moſt excellent Miniſtrations, Aev. 1. 6. 
And has made us Kings and Priefls to God and his Father, 
Here every Heart is an holy Altar, on which boly Fire is 
burning and flaming without Intermiſſion. We have a Mo- 
del of _ —— 82 in _ 1 3. by” = to a. 
ther, aid, Holy, 9 is t d of Hoſts, i. e. t 
ung in the Praiſes of the Lord, And we — | 
jeaft allude to that, Rev. 4. 8. —_—_— nor Night 
ſaying, þ , holy, holy. The heavenly Worſhip is of the mot 
exce glorious, and excelling for its Harmony, for 
its Fervours, for its Purity, and for 1 
ſo bigh a Service. Our Vonſbip on Earth is deficient and in- 
upon many or all Accounts; but heirs is compleat 
erect, of 
or 


abſolute; and in every reſpet attains the End 
ſkip, which is the exalting and honouring the great and 
t der bleſſed God, the Father, the Son ond the hely Spirit, 
Some call it a glorious expreſs Acknowledgment of the 
« Wiſdom, Love, Goodneſs, Grace and Power of God, in 
« the Redemption, Sanctification, and Salvation of the 
« Church 3 Chriſt, with a continual Aſcript ion of 
« all divine Honour to him in the way of Praiſe. | 
But to give our own Concept ions of this great Point à little 
more particularly, We may ſuppoſe it to confiſt much in 
theſe grand Acts following, viz. © In a profound Venerati- 
% on of the ever bleſſed 5 in deep Humiliation and Pro- 
©« ftration before him. As the bleſſed Spirits are repreſented 
in Poſtures of Standing before the Throne 3 why may they not 
be likewiſe conceiv'd in Poſtures of falling down before it; 


„ And-in high Admirations and ions of God ; but 
how much does it exceed all Conceptions to 1 — this 
matter ? And that in vocal ujahs, Bleſſings, and 


Praiſes. © But beſides all this, we may conceive that there 
is à particular Worſhip of the ever bleſſed Trinity, per- 
„ ſonally and diſtinctly from each other. 80, there is a 
* Worſhip Pe to God the Father, peculiarly, for his 

*« glorious Perfections, and Works of Creation, Government, 


64 and 


* 


44 4 Raunrul Sens dps the Diath , 
* and Redemption, for the Contrivance and Scheme of it; 
4 e And heſtowing fo ineſtimable a Gift as a Saviour upon nie 
165 „World. And -a Worſhip perform'd to God che Son, the 
1 „ Lord-Redeemer, for his Undertakings, | In 


+ 
* 


Sufferings, and 
« Accompliſhment of that ever to be admit 'd Undertaking, 
Kev. 5. 12. Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive Power, 
and Riches, and Wiſdom. This ſeems to be an Emblem or Ne- 
preſentation of the Celeſtial Worſhip. © And a Worſhip to 
« God the Holy Ghoſt fot his Operations, Agencies, ſancti- 
« fying and perfecting Works upon holy Souls: All the ever 

 bleſted Three being alike glorious, and having their ſeve- 

| ral Officer in the Salvation of Believers, all of em muſt con- 
| ſequently partake of that Worſhip that is perform'd in Hea- 


To this we might ſubjoin other "Por enly ( of which 
we cou'd mention ſeveral; and therefore Ac. Arg — 
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I: the wrong that limit the Celeſtial ee to that emiment 
j | Branch dt it: Praiſes and Thankſgivings, and ſpeak of this 28 

F the ſole Work of that confummare and happy State. 
c 4 ; ow ſhou'd the Thoughts of this call up our Hearts to that 
Ei; World, and excite us tw look unto it, acquaint our ſelves 
1 with thoſe wonterfa! Minjfrationn, and draw a Pattern of ho- 
# ly Worſhip from 'em? For certainly the wearer we come 
13 thereunto, the more acceptable will our Performances be; as 
BW comrarijwiſe, the more we deviate from 'em, the more diſa 


eable they muſt certainly be. © Say then, aſpire oh my 
Soul, aſpire, and breath after an Imitation of em. 80 
much for the fourth Head, The Operations of the Spirits of 
the uit in Heaven. Pp * | * 12 — 
5. Their Perfection conſiſts in their gloriout Privileges a - 
joyments. Some Communities and Societies on — ma- 
ny Privileges; but thofe of the heavenly City above, enceed 
all others, are innumerable. There's more in the bat of 
theſe, than in the greaieft of earthly Privileges, To be in 
Poſſeſſion of Heaven, 2 Citizen of the Jeruſalem above, how 
incomparable and excellent ? There all Honours and i 
ties are enjoy'd in Perfection; there are all the perſecting and 
bearifying Objects and Fruit ions. There's the Poſſeſſion of all 
good, and nothing wanting, In Heaven they live upon, and 
drink out of the — 04-4 and living Fount aint, and enjoy 
an everlaſting and repleniſbing Good, Plal. 35, 8. And hence re- 
ſults and {prings the Happineſs of bleſled Spirits, which is 
that other Branch, in which Divines place their perfection. 
And now t5 wind up what we have ſaid upon the firſt 
Couude tat ion of the Subject in hand. If we look back and 
ut all theſe things together, we ſhall find Reaſon to acknow- 
ze, tnat the State of ſeprrared Spirits is a a 7 one, 
and fuch as ſhau'd make us lay out our Care and Pa * 


What is every Beam from ſuch an 


_ fainments they can have on Earth. What then, wi 


rie, and the 


But this will further appear to be more ſo; if in the ſe- 
ond fare "we confer en conjuntty. Now if there be ſo 
much Perfection in every Subject of theſe glorious Tribes, 
ſurely there's proportionably the ſame, or apa 5. 
a part or all of 'em? If every ſmgle Star have its Luſtre 
much more will there reſult the like from a elarion of 
em; and moſt of all, from their entire ex Society. 
Now we may place this in theſe following Particulars. 

t. In the — — and Communications they have /bed 
upon, and vouchſaf'd em in common. As every ſingle Spirit that 
conftitutes theſe Tribes, hath its levetal Port ious and Share 
of Influences; {o there's — — communi- 
cated to the whole, The _— and Perfection of the Mem- 
bers lies in their Head; and ſurely there can be none com- 
parable to this glorious One the Lord-Redeemer. To every 
real Member of the Body, he's a Head of vital Influence here 
below ; but what is he to the glorified Ones in Heaven ? 
Where his Communications are _ and — 

ad, bur like ſo many 
s of Glory that add Splendour to all the Saints ? 
| hence we may conceive what Chriſt is to this bleſſed 
World; even as 4 glorious Sun to it. His Influence will 
lend forth Life, 0 Light, and joyful Love upon em, even 
as the Sun ſends forth its Motion, Light and Heat upon 
this World. Hence faith a Poet, 95 | | 


| Bright like a Sun the Saviour fits, 
And ſpreads Eternal Noon. 


Gracious Souls reckon the leaſt Degrees of theſe Communi- 
cations as the Beginnings of Heaven; as the — Enter- 
they be 
in the boundleſs Out flowing of em in Heaven, where all par- 
take of bu Fullne/:, and are made compleat in him? Col. 2. 19* 
2. In the glorious Diſpofition and Order, that ſeparated Sfi- 
— Soc iet ies, are digeſted and form d into. They 
are not caſt together like an Heap of Stones, or as 2 diforderly 
Multitude ; no, they are methodiz'd according to the Rules of 
infinite Wiſdom ; and in ways proper and becoming that 
Srate in which they are. God is the God of Order, und the 
whole Creation was fill d with ir, till Sin diſlocated and pur 
every thing out of its place. But above all, the celeſtial Regi- 
ons may lay the greateit Claim hereunto. The marſballmg of 
the Iſraelites Camp in the Wilderneſs made it glorious, and 
was a Hype of Heaven. Was the Method of Solomon's Court 
ſo admirable, 1 King: 10. 5. and gave it ſuch a great Beauty? 
What may we think that of the heavenly One does to it? 
The Conſignment that's made of Souls to theſe and the other 
Manfions, is, with utmoſt Accuracy. As there are Orders of 
Angels, Arch Angeli, Principalities, and Powers, ſo we may 
conclude, there are the like —_— and Orders amongſt ſe- 
7s” | fav ate 4 
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26 A Funeral Sermon upon the Death of 
parated Souls. And hence ate thole Terms we ſometimes 
meet with; the Seats of the Patriarchs and Prophets, the Thrones 
of the Apoſtles and Martyrs, &c. | 4 

This I find confirm'd to our Hands. All above is Or- 
« der and Light. Every Perſon and thing is in 1 * 
« Place and Exerciſe. Heaven it ſelf is a Temple. is 
% on the Throne of Glory; the Lord Chriſt in his humane 
« Nature is before the Throne ; all the holy Angels, in the 
% yarious Orders and Degrees of their Miniſtration, are a- 
„ hour the Throne continually, So are the Spirits of juſt 
Men made perfect, in the various Meaſures of Light and 
„% Glory, And the ſame wiſe Diſpoſition ſhall every one 
meet with in their Conſignment to thoſe Regions. N 

This Comemplation atfo:ds us Matter of Aſtoniſnment and 
Wonder, and adds much to the Perfection and Happineſs of 

| the Saints, and lays before us one Branch of the celeſtial 
Glory that's ſeldom taken notice of. 

J* In that there's no Mixtures Imperfection among ſ1 "em. 
None that are unſimular and unlike the reſt ; no Society on 
Earth, not the that can be found, but there's Blemiſbes 
in it, Chaff and Taves are mixt with Wheat, Mat. 13. 25, 27. 
Droſi with Gold. But in Heaven there's none of this, nothing 
to allay, cloud, or obſcure their Luſtre, to deface their 
Glory ; but all are pure, all are conſummate, They are a 
choſen Company, every one has a Perfection proper to em, tho 
not all in the ſame Degree. Now how great a Glory muſt 
reſult hence? A Glory without any Shades, a Brightneſs 

_ without Mixtures 9 and D:rkneſs. Oh hippy and con- 
ſummare State and World 

4. In the glorious Harmony and Union of the heavenly Socie- 
ties ; their abſolute and perfect Cancordancy and Love, Unity 
and Love are the Bonds of Perfection; the Ligaments of their 

Union are high and excellent, they have an Oneneſs and 
Sameneſs of Spirit, are connected and animated with the high- 
eſt Ende ar ment. They have a Likeneſs to God; one and the 
ſime lm ee is upon them all, and drawn by the ſame Hand. 
They are Sharers and Co fart ners in the Ric at Redemption 
and free Grace, and harmonize in one and the ſame glorious 
Work and End, the inceſſant Service, Honour, and Glory of 
the ever-blefiled God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sandifier. 
Here it is, that the great Article of the Communion of Saints 
is practis'd in Perfection. So that they will be as wear to each 
other as can be, not to Joole their Individuation, and melt in- 
to one common Soul or Being. ET: of 

The Manner of the Intercourſe and Communications of bleſ- 
ſed Spirits in the heaveoly State is unſearchable, but it's ex- 
yreſs'd in Scripture by Voices, Poſlures, and Geſures. And in 
the heavenly Congrels in the Mount, we find that Moſes and 
Elias talked with Chrift, Mit. 17. 3. | 

5. In their Number:, Thonſards of Th-uſands miniſter 1 

| mn, 
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| erciſes, Then there will be a perfect D 
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him, and ten thouſand times Ten Thouſand fan before him, 
Dan. 7. 10. The Spirits of the Juſt — an — Aul- 
titude. The Multitude of Abraham's ſpiritual Seed, as well 
as natural, is ſhadowed out the Stars 222 the Duff 
the Earth, and the Sands, Gen. 15. 5. & 13. 16. & 22. 17. 
here will be ſo many as to replegith all tb heavenly Regions, 
43 will carry ſome Meetneſs to the Lord Redeemer's Under- 
takings, and become the Attendance of ſo great a Majeſty, 
to whom they are to perform a perpetual Service. fron yer 
this Branch of Perfection they are growing in (as in (ome o- 
thers) becauſe there's a daily Addition made to em. Multi- 
tudes are yet to be added to them, the Saints and godly Ones 
of this and all following Ages. As Multitudss of Drops put 
together {wel} io a mighty Confluence of Waters, even ſuch 
like will the Collection of the Saints be at laſt. Now Num- 
bers and Multi, tudes add much to the Glory and Perfection of 
States and Societies; elpecially when they are all choice and 
excellent that compound and make em up. | 
6. We might cloſe, with the Coufideration of 2be glorious 
Properties of the Celeſtial Privileges aud Enjoyments : As that 
they are ſure, undec 2 unperiſbing, immortal, perpetual, e- 
verlaſt ing · But theſe we may enlarge upon in our own Me- 
ditations. | 
And thus we have conſider'd this Head of Diſcourſe in 
theſe two Branches; What is here for Souls in Fleſb to look 
back 1 — and make the Matter of their ſerious Entertain- 
ment, There are many other things beſides which add to the 
further Advancement of holy Souls; but the Darkneſs we're 


a 
c 


at preſent under as to this State, hinders our giving a further 


Account of it, 

Here we may juſtly be fill'd with Shame, that we know 
and can ſay ſo little of the Caſe of ſeparated Spirits, and 
ipeak ſo diſagreeably about ſuch concerning Matters, what 
occaſion to cry out, Alas our Darkneſs! Alas our Dillance! 


that we know, feel, can utter no more of things ſo great, ſo 


ſure, ſo nigh, and of ſuch vaſt Importance to us 


Fifth General. Enquire into be Benefit and wa ey of 
commencing upon thu State of Ferfection, and being conjoin'd and 
united to the Spirits above. | 

What has been ſaid already upon the former Heads, is a full 
Proof and Confirmation of this Point. No Honour or Eleva- 
tion can bear &a Parallel , or pretend to a Competition 


herewith. Ir ſhould be the Ambition, Concern, and Aim 


of all of us, to be enroll'd, regiſter'd, aud number'd with 

theſe bleſſed Ones. | | 
1. This will be the Termination and Period of a Chriflian's 
Con ſe and State of Trial, an 1 of their Warfare, 
Iſa. 40. 2. and put an End to all their 51 e N FE. 
iſcuſkon, of all their 


D 2 Fears 


28 A Funeral Sermon upon the Death of 
Fears, Doubr:, and ities they lay under, about their 
Dangers of miſſing falling ſhort of Bleſſedneſs. Even as 
when the Mariner is come into the Port, all Fears of a Ship- 
wrack are vaniſh'd. When the Victory is obtain'd, and the 
Goal won, the Contention ceafes, and the Prize is ſecur'd, 
and out of (Queſtion. What unknown Joy and Pleaſure ac- 
companies a new attained Conqueſt. The Celeſtial Glory fore- 
ſeen, and look'd upon at a Diſtance, does extraordinatily 

inſpire and invigorate Souls. Hence fprung the Triumph 
the Apolile, 2 Tim. 4. 7. 1 have fought a good Fight; yea, 
and a greater than he, * the Joy that was ſet before him, en- 
dured the Croſs, Heb. 12. 2. Happy time! When all Clouds 
ſhall be blown over, and all Storms ceaſe in an everlaſting 
Calm. And thus it will be, when the Soul ſhall make irs 

Entrance upon this bleſſed State. | 
2. In a Conjunction with ble i yu — will be an Ac- 
liſhment of long and intenſe res and Expectations. This 
* every — 3 has in the Principle, tho too 
weak and little in Exerciſe. Now, than the Accompliſhments of 
the Defire, there's nothing more agreeable to humane Nature. 
This the wife Man tells us is ſweet to the Soul, Prov. 13. 19. 
And in ver. 12. that when the Defire cometh, i. e. the thing 
defir'd, it u a Tree of Life, i. e. the Man's pleas'd and ſatiſ- 
fy d, as if he were fed with Apples of Parad ice. The Accom- 
pliſhment of the Deſire is a kind of new Life to the Soul, and 
cauſes dead Hearts to revive. How much more will 7 be ſo 
in the preſent Caſe, when there ſhall be an univerſal Satisfe- 
ction of al — When a gracious Soul is brought to Hea- 
ven, and the Spirits of the Juſt, it may ſay, this has long been 
the Matter of my Hope, and all my Expectations are concen- 
ter'd and fulfill'd herein. Heaven is the bleſſed State and 
World they have been long conceiving of, and what it was to 
be there, But they now feel indeed what it is; and all the 
imperfect Ideas of it are vaniſh'd, by a full Repreſentation and 
Fruition of theſe bleſſed — low what a Sri of Com- 
pflacency and Happineſs will reſult and flow hence? 11 
3. Thu will enflate em in, and give em the Ruit ion of oF 
the gloriow Privilege: of that þ World. Every rue e- 
ver is tnfranchitd of Heaven, whilſt he's here below. PbhiL 
3+ 20. For our Converſation wu in Heaven : But upon their At- 
rival there, they are actually inveſted with em. All the In- 
munities, Glovies, Felicities, Honours, Dignities, Communica- 
rions, and Fruitions of it, are confer'd upon em. They have 
2 Polleſſion equal ro the reſt, The heavenly Inhetitance js 
enjoy d in common by all the Bleſſed, even like to the Pri- 
mitive Church, at Lad allthings common, Acts 3. 33. The 
Propriety and Poſſeſſion of Heaven is not like to earthly Te- 
nures, where one has one part, and another, another, and ſo 
on 5 but every one enjoys the whole, 4% God is n Father to all 
» alike ; Chet Head to every one, and all are ſoint-heirs 
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Spicirs, yea, with all that we have ſo highly efteem' 
ong'd to kuow and be acquainted ang 


neither any of the Manſions or Inhabitants of 'em. 
bleſſed Lord has repreſeated the Communion of the Saints 
in Heaven, as a conſiderable Branch of the Felicity of that 
Place: Mat. 8. 11. Many ſball come from the Eaſt and Weſt, and 
ſhall fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the King- 
dom of God : Sit down ; an Expreſſion oft us'd, to fignify the 
Reſt and Pleaſure the Saints have in Heaven in one a- 
not her. But who can number the Jewels of the Celeſtial Dia- 
dem. Such a Happineſs as this will the Polleſſion of the hea- 
venly Inheritance amount unto, | 

4 Heaven will be an everlaſting Abode and Place of Reſidence. 
An Harbour of eternal Peace, Reit, and Satisfaction. They 
are not taken to Heaven to have ſome baf'y and trau/icns 
Views of it only, to ſtay for a certain Number of Years or 
Ages, but for, for ever; it's an everlaſting Poſſefion. Here 
they ſhall meet wich a never ending Scene of 1 75 and 
Pleaſures; ſome things carry a great Appearance of Happi- 
neſs, and in a while ebb and run to ing; but all t 
here ſhall hold the lame Tenour without apy Decay or A- 
batement. So unconceiveable « Happineſs will an Entrance 
upon this bleſſed State amount unto. 
_ 1] wou'd conclude with ſome Reflections upon two Things, 
4. The Introdu&ion and Reception of the Spirits of the Fuft into 
Heaven. 2. The 2 675 they will havs of is upon their Arrival there, 
1. The Introduftion and Reception of the Saints into Heaven. 
Now ia this Aﬀair we ſhall find much of the Miniſtration of 
Angels, who are truly ſtiled by ſome, the heavenly Convoys 
; and Porters. The Tranſlation of Elijab to Heaven was the 
Office deputed and committed to them. The Chariot gf Fire 
was a bright or luminous Cloud, manag'd and condutted by 
theſe bleſled Spirits, 2 Kings . 11. And the Scripture is 
moR expreſs in the Caſe of Lazarus, -Luke 16. 22. that h 
was carried by the Angels into Abraham's Boſom. And cogle- 
quently we may, conclude the ſame Honour and Favour is 

1 | vouch-- 


A Funeral Sermon «pon the Death of 
vouchſaf'd to all departing Saint Now if they have ſo ho- 
nourable a Convoy, we need not queſtion but their Introdu#i- 
on _— tion into goed wi on 3 7·[ł thereumo, 
The Caſe of our Bleſlſl rd's Aſcenſion may give Light to 
this Subject. He was attended by Guards 1 the 
Way, and his Introduction was with the Ce quam ee 
Applauſes, and Wellcomes of Angels, and all the ranſ 
Tides. And proportionably may it be ſo with the Members. 
Certainly their Admittance and Reception will be with 
wonde Endearments and Kindneſs. Oh the Joys that 
will be expreſt at their Arrival ! As thoſe that are landed 
ſtand upon the Shore, and joyfully wellcome the ſafe A 
roach of others to em; ſo is in the preſent Caſe. Surely 
Heirs of fo great a Kingdom ſhall not want a royal and 
glorious Introduction, and Enſtalment. And how probable 
is it, that our Bleſſed Lord will bear a great Part in this 
Matter. He that rejoyc'd in the laying the Foundation of 
their Salvation, will much more do ſo in the finiſhing and lay- 
ing on the Top-ſtone of it; all which will be accompanied 
with that ſolemn Act of his preſenting them to the Father, 
Jude 24. to all which that Text ſeems to have ref 
2 Pet. 1. 11. For fo an Entrance ſhall be adminiſftred to you 
dantly into the everlaſting Kingdom, i. e. You have a free 
and glorious Admiſſion into, or go with full Sail to Heaven. 
2. The Proſpe# they will have of Heaven upon their Arrival a 
jt. To be brought to the Borders of a new Region, or 
Country, is very entertaining; to have all the Glories of a 
ſumptuous Palace expos'd, creates Pleaſure, What then will 
the frff Views of Heaven amount unto ? To behold che Ma- 
fter-riece of the Creation, that World that contains the Quin- 
teſſence of all, that's fo adorn'd, repleniſh's and entich'd. 
How unſpeakable will this be What Spectacles, how nume 
rous and glorious, will be here preſented ro 'em, that will 
_ eantivate, 2 — 72 — 1 22 7 it be 
to (ee the daaling Glory of this Y irs els 
the Converts of ail Generations — eb Fe in their Banks 
Stations; their Method in their Attendances and Services a- 
bour the Throne ; the Miniſtration: and Adorations paid to 
the bleſſed Trinity; to behold the * of them to 
their Sears of Glory; to look through all the glorious Manfi- 
ent, with infinite more, how furpaſlingly raviſhing and af- 
fecting muſt all this needs be. But oh how dead is ſuch a 
Narrative, how faint a Draught is this of the Mamer, to what 
the =_ Tranſact ion of it will amount unto, And this leads 
us to t 4 


6 Genera!, The Improvement of the Pint; in two Branches. 
1. By way of Inference, and 2. Exhortation. | 

1 Inf. Thi: State, and theſe Sotictigs 4 bleſſed Spirits, ſhew 
4; contra ve of damned ones, and, what 10 collect concern- 
| | 55 
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chsſed Rewards, The Enjoyment of God in Heaven ſuou d be 


their Condition. Does it need to be a Matter of Oueſti- 
3 Or doubt, whether revolted and impenitent ro 


ia Exiſtence; and have Regions of Miſeries aſſigu d to em ? 


Contr aries and Oppoſites prove and confirm each other : A Strait- 
line tells us there's a crooked one * that there's Dark - 
neſs ; and Darkneſs, that there's t. Oh awful State 
198 Condition ! here we ſhou'd believe and view with trem- 

2 Inf, We may hence ſce how we ſbou d carry towards our Souls, 
that, are the Subjects of fuch great Revolutions; how we ſhou'd 
ſe dem, train em up, and in what to employ em. Keep up 
the Diſtinction betwixt Soul and Body, ſeparate from ane ano- 
ther, How improvable a Being is the Soul of Man, and how 
neceflary and valuable all Improvements of it are. Theſe 
that we behold here, perfect, ining, glorious Ones, were 
once as dark, weak, and infirm, as we now are. Let us then 
carefully ule all cultivating Means that we may arrive to their 
Pitch, Stature, and Perfection. 

3 Inf. Thu fully condemns all degenerate and fleſbly Practi- 
ces, whatſoever debaſes, corrupts, and brings down this 
divine and noble Part, Initead of finking our Souls, we ſbou'd 
clepate and raiſe em; inſtead of defiling 'em, ify em what 
we can; manage em as Deſcendants of another World, and 
as thoſe that are returning and upon Motion thitber again. 

Inf. How proper and needful u it to get right Notions of, 
acquaint our ſelves with ſpiritual Things and Beings, with 
the Notions of ſpiritual Subſfances, and their Properties of Im- 
materiality, Immortality, and Spirituality. This wou'd 


greatly cure cur Unbelief and Ignorance, remove cut E- 


ftrangements to Souls; and facilitate and firengthen our Faith 
in the Articles of the Chriſtian Religion. Nos 
5 Inf. See hence the Connexion and Harmony betwiæt natural 


and revealed Religion. The fiſt is the Foundation for the o- 


ther to build upon. It's a Principle of xatzral Religion, that 
the Soul is immortal, and revealed Religion confirms and 
ciears it; and works upon it to improve it by Grace to its 
due and proper Heights, and make it fit for the heavenly 


Manſions and Services. 7 


6 Inf. Oh the glorious Riches of redeeming Grace and Love, 
through ond by which all theſe great Things are accompliſh'd 
uon Souls ! This is the great Source and Original of all theſe 

erat ions, and wonderful Tranſmutations that are made upon 
the Spirits of the Juſt. | | 

Second wſe, Ex bor tat iam. | 

1. Bebold here the great Duty of Chriftians, not to be Strau- 
gers to theſe bleſſed Spirits, that State and World they are 
in Fuſſeſtom of : To converſe and hold Communion with em, and 
be ever aſpiring towards em. Here are they that have obtain'd 
the Victory, won the glorious Prize, and ſpare in the pur- 


che 


'FY 


— — 


Mark and Bud of alt Believers 


blefſed Spirits. How we may bold Communion with em hem - 
And how we may be united to em, enter upon that 


into Poſſeſſion 


one of which is grown ro Maturity, and is 
le the other in his 


of all the Privileges of the Family; 
Nonege. Now thoſe that bear ſo near a ſhou'd not 
ſurely forget one another. Now the Means and here- 


to are ſuch as theſe : 
4 fame 2 


1. 4. 4 Similitude and Sameneſ: 
'em. Getting the fame Divine Likeneſs, 
mage engraven upon our Minds as is on #beire. 
lation of Minds and Tempers lays a great Ground of 
and Communion, Coloſl. 1. bas | 

2. By a Life o re Faith, and the Exerciſe: of Grave, * 
3 15 85.4 efſed - Fpirite, thei 1 5 and 2 

m t s of our „ our Joy, and Complacency. 
What ate the Spirits of the Juſt, but the Ty s and T 
mager of God himfelf? And what delightful Objects ave ſuch 
for us to converſe with ; that are both like to God and new 


unto him, and by holding Communion, with which we 


ſha)l lofts into thoſe bleſſed Orbs where they have their ** 


This is one grand Branch of a heavenly Converſation, Phil. . 
20. they that can truly ſay they do live much above, have a 
ſure Teſtimony that themſelves are Kaus thither y as on the 
other Hand, not having our Converſation - there, is a da 
_ Argument, we ſhall not have our Lot in that he 
1a 

3. In harmonizing in Work and End with 'em, in ations 
and Defirer after a Conjunction with em. When a can (ay, 
J long, breath, and thirſt after a Union with em with then! 
1 wou'd have my Lot caſt; with them I wou'd ul yy 
eternal Reſidence ; that Vl, thoſe - Societies ave the 
tet of my fervent "and moſt vehement Choice ; none Ike 10 io 
theſe, next to God, in all the World. What an undoubred 
Evidence is this, that ſuch ſhall in a while be  numbred 
witch em? 

4. Gett ito, and improving our Intereſt in am Relation 
unto Jeſus riſt, the common Head of wo bleſſed Societies ; 
rowing up in him, Eph. 4. 15. this Way and Means it 
s, that fo many are advanced thither, and there Js 10 * 
way of Aſcention to em, but in and ehrough him, ohn 14. 


at 


Thoſe that will be his gioriour Members obove, muſt — a; 


real and ſaving Implantation into him, be united to him Jert 'elow. 


| The Lord-Redeemer . 5 
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| act, | 
Church was made ſq high, chat it cou'd not be 
more than others. And had not this anſwer's f 
were then purſuing, they wou'd have made it fill bigher and * 
iger, as ſome have declarid, that knew the Intreagnes'of thoſe 
times. And no wonder if we conſider at what and by 
what Counſels and Hands this Act was form'd and up, ; 
and what it was to be a leading to. The Sacrifice of about in 
thou ſand ſuch Men was the Foy of Rome, and one of the greateff 
Blow: that was ever given 0 the Proteſtant Intereſt in this Nag 
dom ſince the Reformation. ; | RY 
Ulle had a clear Senſe of the Point of Non-conformity, and no 
Heſitancies, but very much Itisfaction the teabout, as many that 
have been Ear-witneſſes of his Diſcourſe, about thoſe contro- 
verted Points are able to teſtify.. - * e r 
His Relation and great Love to that Congregation, from which 
he was ſo rent, was 1 ſuppoſe one great Reaſon, that he fix d his 
"Reſidence in that Town. Notwithſtanding the advantageous Of- 
fers he had &5 other Places, Here's a rue Shepherd indeed that 
will lice and dye by his Sheep. | 8 14 
How and in what Poſts he ſpent the reſt of his time is well 
Kknown-to ſeveral of us. The ſober Gentry of thaſe Parts had a 
great Value for him, and he exercis'd Miniſtry much a- 
Mmongſt em; and, very frequently in ſome Parts of his native 
County ; was 2 great Inſtrument of holding up and. nourifh- 
ing Religion in Families by that Means. s which he 
up a conſtant Fortnights Lecture in his «wn Tow 2 | 
| Space of forty five Tears, from 62. to his Death, "for fe- 
' vera] Years there were _ at * Heaters, 
till Death and the Act of Indulgence ind Liberty eallid em a Way. 
alan fo the calghtaring Greene ae en 
niliry in the neighbouring regation at Ar cuil. 
Hu Learning, Piety, and miniſterial Abilities themſelves 
evident and couſpicuous: He had a „ 
cual, enſuiſtical Head and l by the — which he : 
further imo ſevetal Points than moit do, as his intelligent Hear- 
ers _ often obſerv'd. And his __— — x to, and 
repeated preſſing Duties, was, I doubt not, judg'd 
they wou d minifter and conduce much to the Honour a 
of CO RY and the of Chriſtian Societies, 
He was be Hhyſband of one Wife, 1 Tim. 3. 2. in whomhe had 
a great Bleſſing, Sha was a gracious n Hu- 
* miliry,, Parizence and R t th other Vierues ; and 
fit to accompany” him in the Di ies of à nom-conforming 
State, They were Fellow Svjourneri together above rhivey Tears, 
and he ſurviv'd her more than zwenty, By her he had two Sons 
Aud five Daughters, four uf which (of the latter) chrough Mer- | 
„„ „ hi Bots : f . 
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CE You are alſo acquainted with his 
wy YH He hada Laritnide of Judgment 
ad no 
y that 
_ 
which ton (yer chiefly exerciſing his 
4d his Zeal about the Fundamentals of Religion, and bearing a juſt Te- 


timony againſt humane Impoſitions, and unlawful Terms of Church- 
nion) and kept up 2 loving 2 — with em to 
z of which the following Relation is a ſufficient Proof. 


18 
85 


1 after his Death, going to wait one of the Aſſiſtants 
had e Town (wy old. A > was then e 
ich a- s pleas'd to Good Mr. Prime 
native 10 bis Ref And that worthy 
1e er. | 5 
— 13 s and Inficmities diſa- 
2 „ Med him. He was a ſolemn Obſeryer of Bartholomew- 
eaters, Day, and the laſt Sermon he preach'd on that Occaſion was in 
— 747 from Foſh. 14. 10. firſt part of the Verſe ; And now behold 
N thi Lord bas keys me alive, as be ſaid, theſe forty and five Tears, 


= 
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After which, Sickneſs and W 
ter following; and when he had run a 
he expir'd on April 26, 1708. 

To clofe' this brief Account. 


came on in the Win 
Courſe of about 77 Yeats, 


em, it would make em appear more amiable to us; 

| Secrets; lie out of our Sight,” and” cannot be 

given un Account of : 80 that its only the exte- 
| z Deſcription. | 
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